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Lukovit (Nk31h E2413) is located 12 kilometers southeast of the Cherveni
Brysg reilrcad station of the arna-Sofia line, and 50 kilometers southwest

of Pleven. The city has a population of 8,000 and 1s & district center subject
+o Pleven. Three-fourths of the city's houses are 1-gtory residencesj; none
have running water; a few have wells, but the majority of the people use the
public fountains. There are 1o apartment houses, hotels, or large business
establishments., The only importent street is Simeon Kumanov street which
divides the city in halves. The administration building, municipality
building, finance building, post office, Commmist Party club, and the reading
room are all located on Simeon Xumenov street. There are no monuments, parks,
statues, or other lacdmarks in the city.

There are no factories in Lukovit. A post office, hospitael, and finanee
building are under construction and are almost completed. Communist Party
headquarters are located on the mein street in the building next to the iron
bridge, above & warehouse; the hall bae a capacity of approximately 150 per-
5018 .

Lukovit uses the railroad station at Cherveni Bryag. The station is not a
terminal; traine operating between Sofia end Varna always meet at the statlon.
There are no warehouses at the station.

A power plant, located approximately 200 meters north of the city, supplles
electricity to Pleven as well as to the local areas. The plent draws its
power from the Zlatna Panega stream which passes through Lukovit at a wldth
of between four and six meters and a depth of one~half to one meter; at the
plant, the water 1s 20 meters deep.
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There is & bdlack market in Lukovit for consumer goodsi Communists in partieular
are engaged in black market deslings because they possess all items sold on
the black market and are less likely to be punished if caught. Non~-Communists.
who are caugh’ are subjected to extremely heavy penalties. Secret militis
elements investigete black market activitles. Peasants who kill thelr live-.
stock out of necessity are lmpriscred as black market operators. ' '

People ere cbliged to procure such feodstuffs as bread, meat, oil, and rice
in the black market, al the Following prices: One kile flour, 250 levay
meat, 300 leva; ccoking oil, 1,200 levaj and rice, 500 leva. Imported items
such as nails, reinforeing steel, and wool dyes are black market ltems.

Another black market practice engaged in is the exchange of goods; for
example, a farmer might exchange one kilo of liguor for cne liter of kerogene
or he might give four kiles of Tlour o receive core kilo of nails. '

There are nc publishing facilities in Lukovit. There are six louwdspeakers
scattered throughout the city for listening te radlo troadeasts: one at the
square in the eostern section of the clty; one in front of the government
sdministration buildings two in the northern section of the city; and two

in the southern secticn. No preventative measures are taken against listen-
ing to foreign broadeasts on private radios, but the Communists and the militde
prosecute anyone caught listening to forbhidden programs.

The loeal militis station is in the administration building and bas a total
pergonnel of 25-30. Militia patrols function as follows: ’

&. -During the day patrols keep wetch at three places: both ends of the
main street, and in front of the administraticn buildiug; and

b. At night three pairs of militia men patrol the town, in vavious sectloms,
with A-hour dntys identification and explanations are needed by indivi-
duals who are out after midnight.

The Telis military airport is loeated 15 kilometers from Lukovit at a point
two kilometers north of 'Tells station.

| The second hatlalion

of 3 Division| [trained with Soviet weapoms and forms the nucleus
of the division; soldiers wereforbidden %o show any interest in ite organiza-
tion. The divisional commander is Captain Bankin, a Communist.

The comwander of the Frombier Guard Rattalion is Captain Gecrgiev and the
politieal commissar is L. Stoyanov. The btatialion is composed ef five
companies, each commanded by a first er second lieutenant; each company is
composed of three Squads, each of which are sub-divided into three sections
of nine men each commanded by an officer candidate. Section commanders are
armed with pistols, others ere armed with infantry riflesj in addition, three
men in each section have trench mortars, and one of these men alsQ carries a
pistol. The men also train with offensive and defensive bombs.

The Frontier Guard Battalion is composed of the first, second, third, fourth,
and fifth companies. The fifth company is composed of the mest reliable Commu~-
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nists who are better egquipped than men in the other companies and recelve
supericr instruction and training. These men are staticned at frontier

posts and perform duties of & political nature, such as supervising and
controlling the politiecal conduct of the civilian population and the military
personnel at their stations.
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